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Head of U.S. Department of State Foreign Service Institute meets with International Affairs Bureau counterpart

On December 13, the Director General of the International Affairs Bureau paid a visit to the Japanese Language Training
Center operated by the U.S. Department of State Foreign Service Institute to meet with the Director, Mr. Alexi KRAL, who
was appointed this year. They discussed exchange opportunities between Yokohama and the Center.
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UNICEF charity goes online for donations to support children

Dedicated to promoting the healthy development and securing a bright future for
children around the world, UNICEF charity programme “Hand in Hand” goes online again this year to ask for donations from
people in Kanagawa. The project website shares video messages from voices across the prefecture, including one from
Yokohama International Affairs Bureau Director General Hashimoto.
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German Ambassador speaks at YCU in celebration of Germany-Japan and Frankfurt-Yokohama anniversaries

On December 16, H.E. Dr. Clemens VON GOETZE, Ambassador of the Republic of Germany to Japan, remotely delivered a
special talk to an audience at Yokohama City University (YCU) to mark two significant diplomatic milestones: 160 years of
Germany-Japan relations, and 10 years of Frankfurt, Germany and Yokohama’s relationship as partner cities.

Ambassador von Goetze’s lecture on “Germany and Japan: Partners in Overcoming the Challenges of the 21st century”
described the connections between the regions, their shared history, and the potential of the Frankfurt-Yokohama relationship
as partners working together to find solutions to modern global issues.
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“German Christmas Market in Tsuzuki Ward 2021” held online

- From November 25 through December 27, visitors could experience the “German
Christmas Market in Tsuzuki Ward 2021”! Marking its 10th anniversary promoting cross-cultural exchange with Germany,
this year’s market was held online. The event featured a special production by Yokohama shadow play theatre troupe
“KAKASHIZA,” media introducing authentic German foods, take-out, diverse performances to enjoy online, and more.
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