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YOKOHAMA INTERNATIONAL DIGEST
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Yokohama'’s sustainable urban agriculture at
| Japan-France Local Government Conference

From October 3 through 6, the 7th Japan-France Municipal
Exchange Conference was held in Aix-en-Provence in
southern France. The Chief Representative of the Office of
the City of Yokohama Representative to Europe, Mr.
Kuribayashi, participated on behalf of Yokohama, which
shares a sister city relationship with Lyon, France.

The conference focused on “Innovation for Sustainable

Regions,” and 34 representatives from local governments,

20 from France and 14 from Japan, shared and discussed

their cities’ initiatives in agriculture, biodiversity, inclusivity,
population aging, and future residential
environments.

On October 5th, during a breakout session on
exploring “What Kind of Sustainable Economic
Model Should We Aim for?” Mr. Kuribayashi gave a
presentation on local production for local
consumption. Lyon has also shown a great deal of
interest about this concept.

- During the event, Mr. Kuribayashi also met with the
... Deputy Mayor of Lyon for International Affairs to
exchange views on future sister city exchanges and

- cooperation. Lyon and Yokohama established a

« sister city affiliation in 1959, and this year marks the
., 63rd anniversary of their affiliation.

German Festival held at Yokohama Red Brick Park

On October 8-10, the “Deutchlandfest” German Festival
was held in Yokohama. Held in Japan since 2011, it was
scheduled for Yokohama in 2021 to be held on the 160th
anniversary of Japan-Germany diplomatic relations, but
was postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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The German Ambassador to Japan, H.E. Mr. Dr. Clemens
VON GOETZE, and Deputy Mayor of Yokohama, Mr.
Toshihiro SHIRO, delivered remarks at the closing
ceremony in Red Brick Park on October 10. Deputy
Mayor Shiro spoke about the relationship between
Germany and Yokohama, noting that this year marked
the 30th anniversary of the sister port partnership with
the Port of Hamburg, and the city’s 10th anniversary of
its partner city agreement with Frankfurt this year.
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