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Mayor Yamanaka visits France to discuss
decarbonization, cooperation

Mayor Yamanaka visited France for top-level meetings on October 23-24.

On the 23rd, the mayor met with the heads of the Paris Offices of the JETRO
(Japan External Trade Organization) and CLAIR (Council of Local Authorities for
International Relations) and visited the OECD headquarters to meet with the
Deputy Secretary General and other officials. Their discussions focused on
bolstering inclusive growth and addressing urban issues in Asian cities, as well as
how to drive a Green Transformation.

The mayor later met with Deputy Mayor for Climate Change for the City of Paris
to talk about the progress made and the challenges still facing both cities on
their push to decarbonize. At the “Stade de France” national stadium, he spoke
with the World Rugby organization about developing environmentally-friendly
venues for sporting events and shared some of Yokohama’s experiences hosting
international games.

The following day, Mayor Yamanaka traveled to Lyon, a sister city to Yokohama.
He met with the Mayor of Lyon and the President of the Lyon Metropole and
discussed the decarbonization initiatives both municipalities are working to
implement, and requested their cooperation with a view to the success of the
upcoming GREEN x EXPO 2027 event. The mayor also toured Lyon’s public library
and the “Biodistrict,” an area where Lyon is promoting innovative urban
development.
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Frankfurt sister school students visit
Yokohama, meet Mayor

On November 19, 15 students from Schule am Reid, a
school in Frankfurt, Germany, met with Mayor Yamanaka
during their stay in Yokohama as part of an exchange
program.

The Mayor welcomed the students to Yokohama, who
were visiting for the first time, and the students shared
their impressions of the city and their interactions with
Sakuragaoka High School students, remarking that “every-
where you go in Yokohama, the people are so nice.”

Sakuragaoka HS and Schule am Reid became sister schools
in 2017. Since then, the two schools have engaged in
exchange to give students the chance to take part in club
activities and have “homestay” experiences to enhance
mutual understanding and friendly relations.
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International convention Y-SHIP explores
open innovation, green transformation

From November 13 to 15, Yokohama presented Y-SHIP
2023, an international convention on achieving open
innovation by bringing the dynamic energy of businesses
and individuals driving the Green Transformation together
with like-minded colleagues from around the world in
Yokohama.

Mayor Yamanaka delivered rousing opening remarks as Y-
SHIP launched at Pacifico Yokohama North. The event
featured 30 sessions on a wide range of topics organized
around “Green Transformation,” the “Asia Smart City
Conference,” Yokohama as an “Open Port City,” and “Y-
SHIP Youth.” In addition, 28 companies from Japan and
abroad presented booths at an exhibition space designed
to encourage networking and produce new partnerships,
and the area attracted many visitors.

Over three days, Y-SHIP welcomed nearly 2,000
participants from 45 countries and regions, reconnecting
Yokohama with international institutions, embassies, Asian
city leadership, businesses, global startup support
organizations, and beyond.

Find details and videos of each session via the QR code.
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